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December 30. General Riall (British) again made a raid into United States terri
tory, routed the United States troops opposed to him and captured and burned 
Buffalo. "On New Year's day, 1814, the settlers along the whole length of 
the Niagara River—those of them who survived were shivering besides the 
smouldering embers of their homes," and the burning of Newark was revenged. 

March 30. United States General Wilkinson led 5,000 men across the boundary 
against 350 British posted in La Colle Mill. After a fight of four hours, the 
United States troops retreated to Plattsburg. 

May 6. Sir James Yeo and General Drummond with 1,080 rank and file left 
Kingston on May 4. , The fleet arrived off Oswego on the 5th. < n the 6th, 
770 men embarked on boats, effected a landing under a fierce fire from the 
batteries and from the musketry discharge of 500 regulars and militia, and in a 
short time captured the town, losing 19 killed and 62 wounded. The United 
States troops lost 6 killed and 38 wounded and 25 missing. 60 prisoners were 
taken by the British, who destroyed all public property. 

May 15. Col. Campbell of the United States Infantry with 500 men crossed from 
Erie, Pa., and burned Port Dover. 

May 30. Sir James Yeo sent two gun boats up Sandy Creek, 16 miles to the west 
of Saekett's Harbour to capture stores. They were attacked by a United 
States force of 150 regulars, 200 Indians and a strong body of militia. After a 
loss of 8 killed and 20 wounded the remaining 120 British surrendered. 

July 3. United States General Brown having with him 6,000 rank and file marched 
against Fort Erie which surrendered, being held by but 170 British. 

July 5. General Brown, attacked by British General Riall with 1,800 men, engaged 
him in battle—the Battle of Chippewa. The United States force lost 308 men 
and the British 511 killed and wounded. General Riall retreated taking up a 
new position at Lundy's Lane—the enemy in the meantime plundering and 
destroying and burning the village of St. Davids—acts which enraged the 
people who " sniped " them at every opportunity, killing numbers. 

July 25. Col. Tucker (British) with 1,500 men crossed over and took Lewiston 
destroying the public stores. 

General Drummond had hastened from Kingston on hearing of the Battle of 
Chippewa and arrived at Fort Erie on the 24th. With 800 men he hurried 
forward to aid Riall and reached Riall's camp just as the United States forces 
were within 600 yards of it. Then began the battle of Lundy's Lane " the 
bloodest conflict of the whole war." I t lasted seven hours and the United 
States forces then withdrew having lost 1,200 of 4,900 engaged. The British 
force engaged was 1,640 during three hours, at the end of which time a rein
forcement of 1,200 men arrived. Of the whole British force 84 were killed and 
557 wounded. The United States troops withdrew to Fort Erie. " Nothing 
could have been more terrible nor yet more solemn than this midnight contest. 
The desperate charges of the enemy were succeeded by a death-like silence, 
interrupted only by the groans of the dying and the dull sound of the Falls of 
Niagara." 

August 4. Commander Sinclair (American) attempted to capture Mackinaw, but 
failed. 

August 12. Capt. Dobbs (British) captured two United States schooners at Fort 
Erie. 

August 15. General Drummond assaulted Fort Erie, but failed to carry it, the 
accidental explosion of an ammunition chest nearly destroying the storming 
party. 

July and August. Sir John Sherbrooke, of Nova Scotia, invaded the State of 
Maine and held a chief portion of it till the close of the war. 

September 3 and 6. Two United States vessels captured off Nottawasaga. 
September 11. British Capt. Downie in naval engagement before Plattsburg on 

Lake Champlain after a desperate battle was defeated. The British had 
8 vessels, 38 broadside guns and an aggregate crew of 337, against an United 
States fleet of 14 vessels, 52 broadside guns and 950 aggregate crew. 

September 17. United States troops made an unsuccessful sortie from Fort Erie. 
November 5. United States forces evacuated Fort Erie, destroyed, and went 

across to United States territory. 
December 24. War terminated by the Treaty of Ghent. 
" The result of the three years' fighting" says Denison, " was that twelve distinct 

invasions by superior forces of the enemy were defeated and the invaders driven 
out of the country, making it a victorious war for us." 

"The war did much to solidify the various racial elements" says Bourinot, "of 
British North America during its formative stage. Frenchmen, Englishmen, 
Scotsmen from the Lowlands and Highlands, Irishmen and Americans united to 
support the British connection. The character of the people, especially in Upper 
Canada, was strengthened from a national point of view by the severe strain 


